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SUbIKOT: Wational Intellisense Estimate on Implicationg of 
Chinese Communist Nuclear Capability 


Thia birgeu regards Wit) 3260, Tha Chinese Communist 
Atowle Energy Pragran, ag one of the most gignificant anong + 
recent intelligence produots, The NIA made clear the fact 
that it to no longer 4 question af whether Paining de engaged 
in a nuclear weapons program, but only of when p detonntion 
may be expected, Tho particuler algnificenes of the HIE kas 
that 1% advanced the earlicet date by which Peiping might bea 
able te axplede & nuclear deviee. 


The implications of the HIN Nava been given considerable 
thought in FE, in S/P, and within Defense, 


Lf belleve thet tht Department's planning would be feeiliq 
tated Lf NIB-13+2+60 could be followed b: «a further HIE ubich 
would attempt to prediot the repercussions, politicr] aa well 
aa nmilitery, of a Chinese Commuiiet nuclear detonation and of 
the gibsequent acquisition of a nuclear in Utery capability, 
anphaciaing the impact in auch nroas apr 


SinoSoviet Kaletions. 
Pelping's policy toward disernsment and teat 
han negotiations. 
Policieg and attitudes tevard the Blog and the 
West of nonrConnuiiet Asian oountries, partioulerly Japan, 
indie, ax free China, 
Chinese Communist political and/or military 
actions tm Southesst Aale, Taiwan Straitu, Korea, and eleahers. 
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in sonncetion with tha above, I believe 4% would be 
worthiiiie ta obtain on very brief atetament as ta whether 
tha time range given in NTE+13+2-60 (paragraph 9) de stil 
¢onsidarad valid in the Lisht of current SinoSoviet 
relations, Chinese Communist aconomie diffieuliies, and any 
other possible new evidenos, Prasuably, however, Chinese 
Commmiat intentions end cepablliities in the nuclear weapons 
progyan jioelt need not again te be gone inte in detail at 
this time, ether, wat is soeded now 4a to exucdne the 
broader Lnplications of that was previously estimated. 
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